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her antagonists no hold upon her. In the mean while, the
secretaires, aware of the loss that resignation entailed upon the
company, diligently sought to invalidate it, or at least to win
public opinion on their side, and leave to Mademoiselle Rachel
all the odium of these continual debates.
In accordance with their plan of leaving no means of con-
ciliation untried, on the 12th of October, two days before the
fatal day, the committee wrote to Mademoiselle Rachel to
endeavor to persuade her not to forsake a company of which
she was the pride, and which had contributed so largely to
her fame. To these exhortations were added legal arguments,
the most powerful of which was drawn from the 82d clause
of the Decree of Moscow. That clause provided that, besides
the notification and reiteration of the resignation, the societaire
should, at the time of tendering it, make a declaration specify-
ing that he or she never intended playing again in any thea-
tre, whether French or foreign. Mademoiselle Rachel having
omitted to make that declaration, her resignation could have
no immediate result until it was renewed in due form. Con-
sequently, she was requested to play Adrienne Lecouvreur on
the following Tuesday and Saturday.
The lady's answer was short and uncompromising: her
resignation, tendered a year ago, renewed sis months after,
was not a thing of so little moment that she should not have
taken into consideration all its consequences and the duties it
involved. The committee, not deeming this answer sufficiently
explicit, caused the name of Mademoiselle Rachel to be re-
placed on the playbills.
This act of authority called forth a letter, published in the
papers, in which the iragedienne complains that the committee
sought to compromise her in the eyes of the public by the
announcement of her name in the part of Adrienne, when they
held her resignation, which they knew to be valid. She also
energetically repelled the charge of having demanded of her
comrades " their money or their lives." Far from which, she
asserted* that she had declared to all candidates for the man-
agement that she was willing to consent to a reduction of
salary to facilitate any arrangement conducive to the interests
of the Thdatre Francais.
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